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Explorations in Sights and Sounds 
l i fe i n  other southern regions.  
Amongst the sordid events which Archer shares, he ski l lfully 
intersperses humor to show how black Mississ ippians weathered the 
storm of racial in justices, poverty, and segregation during the Great 
Depression. Uncle ick's clever boyish exploits i ncluded h i s  "ghost" 
scheme to scare, ridicule, and d imin i sh  the effect of KKK members.  
Other tricks include his snake episode i n  church and his  i llegal 
boating incident on the "whites" only Tchula Lake. 
The author revisits h i s  ancestral past by providing accounts 
of numerous pivotal recol lections and i m portant h i storical facts .  Th i s  
i s  done through storyte l l ing, which rea l ly distinguishes the  book. 
Archer captures the African o ral tradition and continues this  tradi­
tion by using the written word . His great-grandmother told stories of 
whi te/black relationships in  the south, and these are passed on to the 
younger generations.  
This book portrays an accurate h i storical and social account  
of a society blinded by the rigid tenets of i t s  color caste system. The 
victims are also white farmers and planters who were forced to use 
racist tactics to maintain a cadre of black workers during the G reat 
DepreSSion.  Archer cont inues to dig deep to locate the sources of the 
violence and hatred meted out to black people and discovers the 
racism his  ancestors grew to understand and accept, i n  most cases . H i s  
father, mother, and school teacher represent a new generation of 
black southerners who refuse to settle for less.  Education became the 
means to the end of oppression . 
Archer's book i s  a very introspective autobiographical work 
dedicated to deal ing objectively with relationships in a turbulent and 
hateful past . This is indeed an  excellent source of information for 
students of African-American h istory, women's  studies, family stud­
ies, and American hi story. 
Aloma Mendoza 
ational-Lou is  University 
Anny Bakalian.  Annenian-Americans: From Being to Feeling Ar­
menian. (New Brunswick: Transaction, 1 993) Sl 1 pp. 
Aside from work on the 1915 genocide of Armenians in 
Turkey and some work on ancient Armenia ,  there is  precious l i ttle 
published work on the Armenian people. Even the Armenian geno­
cide in which 1.S mil lion of the 2 m i l l ion Armenians in Turkey were 
ki lled has been largely ignored by the world com mun ity and was 
named by one scholar, "the forgotten genocide ( Dickran H. Boyaj ian,  
Armenia: The Case for a Forgotten Genocide, Westwood, J :  Educational 
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Book Crafters, 1 972 ) .  Particu lar ly m issing from the sCholarsh ip  is 
work about contemporary Armenians in  diaspora. Anny Baka l ian 's 
book begins to fi l l  that void.  
Based on surveys as  wel l  as  in- depth i nterviews with Arme­
nian Americans ,  Bakal ian gives us a wealth of information. We learn 
about Armenian Americans, patterns of church attendance; involve­
ment in  pol itics, both ethnic  and " American;"  their com m unity 
involvement, i nc luding part icipat ion in explicit ly Armenian pol it i ­
cal parties and organ izat ions as wel l as  other, less formal  measures of 
community such as soc ia l  networks; and their  socioeconomic status 
and ways in which they express their  Armenian identity. She tel l s  us 
that Armenian Americans a re not very involved in  their churches or 
Armenian pol it ics, that people fee l  both institutions are divorced 
from "present day real it ies"  ( 9 1 ) . Armenian Americans are h ighly 
educated with 23% graduating from col lege and 25% with profes­
sional or graduate degrees, figures that are twice the national average 
(68) .  The resul t ing i ncomes are a lso h igh with 60% of Bakal ian 's 
sample earning $40,000 or m ore annual ly  and 1 8% with yearly 
sa laries of $ 100,000 or  m ore (66) .  
B a ka l ian 's interpretation of  th is  information i s ,  however, 
l imi ted by her theoretica l  framework. Using Mi lton Gordon's  " seven 
subprocesses" of ass im i l at ion and Herbert Gans'  concept of symbol i c  
ethn icity, Bakal i an argues t h a t  Armenian Americans '  ethnicity i s  
total ly  voluntary. Being no  longer ascripted l i ke that o f  t h e  i m m i ­
grant generation, l ater generations o f  Armenian Americans l i ke other 
white ethnics are symboli c  ethnics;  Armenians by choice-a choice 
that i s  seen as tota l ly volu ntary, and tota l ly  rational. Miss ing from 
th i s  analysis i s  any  sense of  eth n i city as consciousness or  world view; 
of ethnic  ident ification as the lens though which one sees the world; 
as the assumptions taken as " n atura l "  but when closely examined 
m ay be based in ethn ic  culture .  There is no question that the 
experience of being an ethnic American is  very different from being an 
immigrant, but i t  i s  a m istake to construct the i m migrant generation as 
the "essential" ethnic  against which a l l  others are measured. My own 
research on Arm enian Americans reveals that ethnic identification m ay 
operate i n  p rofoundly com p lex, often unconscious ways which t hough 
not suitable for quantitative measurement may be basic to the ethn ic 
experience. Many of my respondents reported that being Armenian 
had shaped their l ives profoundly even whi le they eschewed ethnic l i fe .  
analys is .  The l ast  twenty-five years of fem i n ist  scholars h i p  has  m ade 
very clear that  in  most societies there exists at least some gender 
division of l abor, and women and men consequently experience the 
world d ifferently.  Certa in ly  in the Armenian com m un ity, which 
holds fast to patr iarchal  gender roles,  being an Armenian woman 
requires someth ing very d ifferent from being an Armenian m an .  
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Also absent from 13akalian's theoretical framework is a gender 
Sim i larly, to be assimilated into the" American" world is to come into 
another set of gendcred eXI ectation . Yet, aside from a few pages 
about changing family patterns, Bakalian makes no distinction 
between the experience of Armenian women and men. Many 
rmenian American women have told me they are not involved in 
the community because they feel there is no place within it for them 
a adult, professional women. Young Armenian women who want to 
marry and raise children in Armenian homes expressed enormous 
pain to me about their inability to find Armenian men who treat 
them as equals. They arc consequently faced with the prospect of 
marrying non-Armenians and compromising their dreams for an 
Armenian home environmen t for thei r ch ildren. These voices are also 
part of the Armenian American experience and must be heard. 
Despite the e problem , I welcom Balakian's book and it is 
a must for anyone who i inter sted in Armenian Americans. 
Arlene Avakian 
University of Massachusetts 
Robert Elliot Barkan. Asiall alld Pacific Islallder Migration to the 
United States: A Model of New Glubal Patterns. (Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Press , 1992) 280 pp., $49.95. 
Migration in the late 20th century has become increasingly 
complex. The nature of migration has changed conSiderably from 
1885, when E.G. Ravenstein first enumerated hi laws of migration. 
In contrast to Ravenstein' simpl "configurations of internal migra­
tion," Dr. Barkan likens modern migration to a jungle gym: If one 
were to picture an elaborate children's outdoor jungle gym, con-
tructed 0 that it can be made to undulate gently and gyrate, the 
analogy would come clo e to the reality of global migration. As the 
children decide to climb, everal choice confront them in term of 
direction and destination, although not all may be equally appealing 
or accessible. The jungle gym is al 0 made to move somewhat (the 
instability adding to the adventure), and some paths are blocked by 
obstacles, others crowded by children who got there first, and on 
some of the bars are friends offering as i tance. One can envision 
different groups of children venturing on, waiting, turning back, 
climbing onto other bars, or seeking their goals by other directions, 
all the time adjusting to the uncertain movements of the whole 
apparatus. The individual children make their own decisions, but 
there is a definite collaborative aspect to the process taking place. (22) 
Barkan sets as a first task updating Ravenstein's laws. After describing 
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